
3. Do be like the loving dad.
(1) Dad represents God in the story.
Luke 15:20 So he got up and went to his father. “But 
^OPSL�OL�̂ HZ�Z[PSS�H�SVUN�̂ H`�VɈ��OPZ�MH[OLY�ZH^�OPT�HUK�
^HZ�ÄSSLK�^P[O�JVTWHZZPVU�MVY�OPT"�OL�YHU�[V�OPZ�ZVU��
[OYL^�OPZ�HYTZ�HYV\UK�OPT�HUK�RPZZLK�OPT�����̧ ;OL�ZVU�
ZHPK�[V�OPT��º-H[OLY��0�OH]L�ZPUULK�HNHPUZ[�OLH]LU�HUK�
HNHPUZ[�̀ V\��0�HT�UV�SVUNLY�̂ VY[O`�[V�IL�JHSSLK�̀ V\Y�ZVU�»�

����;OL�KHK�VɈLYLK�
�ZOV^LK�mercy.
3\RL���!���̧ )\[�[OL�MH[OLY�ZHPK�[V�OPZ�ZLY]HU[Z��º8\PJR��
)YPUN�[OL�ILZ[�YVIL�HUK�W\[�P[�VU�OPT��7\[�H�YPUN�VU�OPZ�
ÄUNLY�HUK�ZHUKHSZ�VU�OPZ�MLL[�����)YPUN�[OL�MH[[LULK�
JHSM�HUK�RPSS� P[��3L[»Z�OH]L�H� MLHZ[�HUK�JLSLIYH[L�����
-VY�[OPZ�ZVU�VM�TPUL�^HZ�KLHK�HUK�PZ�HSP]L�HNHPU"�OL�
^HZ�SVZ[�HUK�PZ�MV\UK�»�:V�[OL`�ILNHU�[V�JLSLIYH[L�����
¸4LHU^OPSL��[OL�VSKLY�ZVU�^HZ�PU�[OL�ÄLSK��>OLU�OL�
JHTL�ULHY�[OL�OV\ZL��OL�OLHYK�T\ZPJ�HUK�KHUJPUN��
���:V�OL�JHSSLK�VUL�VM�[OL�ZLY]HU[Z�HUK�HZRLK�OPT�
^OH[�^HZ�NVPUN�VU�����º@V\Y�IYV[OLY�OHZ�JVTL�»�OL�
YLWSPLK��ºHUK�`V\Y�MH[OLY�OHZ�RPSSLK�[OL�MH[[LULK�JHSM�
ILJH\ZL�OL�OHZ�OPT�IHJR�ZHML�HUK�ZV\UK�»�

4. Don’t be like the older brother.
(1) OB represents Religious Leaders.
3\RL���!���¸;OL�VSKLY�IYV[OLY�ILJHTL�HUNY`�HUK�YL-
fused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with 
OPT��� �)\[�OL�HUZ^LYLK�OPZ�MH[OLY��º3VVR��(SS�[OLZL�
`LHYZ�0»]L�ILLU�ZSH]PUN�MVY�`V\�HUK�UL]LY�KPZVIL`LK�
`V\Y�VYKLYZ��@L[�̀ V\�UL]LY�NH]L�TL�L]LU�H�̀ V\UN�NVH[�
ZV�0�JV\SK�JLSLIYH[L�^P[O�T`�MYPLUKZ��

(2) OB rejected the idea of mercy.
3\RL���!���)\[�̂ OLU�[OPZ�ZVU�VM�̀ V\YZ�̂ OV�OHZ�ZX\HU-
KLYLK�̀ V\Y�WYVWLY[`�̂ P[O�WYVZ[P[\[LZ�JVTLZ�OVTL��̀ V\�
RPSS�[OL�MH[[LULK�JHSM�MVY�OPT�»����̧ º4`�ZVU�»�[OL�MH[OLY�ZHPK��
º`V\�HYL�HS^H`Z�̂ P[O�TL��HUK�L]LY`[OPUN�0�OH]L�PZ�̀ V\YZ�
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The Story
1. Don’t be like the wayward son.
(1) YB represents love for the world.
3\RL���!���1LZ\Z�JVU[PU\LK!�¸;OLYL�^HZ�H�THU�^OV�
OHK�[^V�ZVUZ�����;OL�`V\UNLY�VUL�ZHPK�[V�OPZ�MH[OLY��
º-H[OLY��NP]L�TL�T`�ZOHYL�VM�[OL�LZ[H[L�»�:V�OL�KP]PKLK�
OPZ�WYVWLY[`�IL[^LLU�[OLT�����¸5V[�SVUN�HM[LY�[OH[��
[OL�`V\UNLY�ZVU�NV[�[VNL[OLY�HSS�OL�OHK��ZL[�VɈ�MVY�H�
KPZ[HU[�JV\U[Y`�HUK�[OLYL�ZX\HUKLYLK�OPZ�^LHS[O�PU�
^PSK�SP]PUN��
����@)�^HU[Z�life on his terms.
3\RL���!���(M[LY�OL�OHK�ZWLU[�L]LY`[OPUN��[OLYL�̂ HZ�H�
ZL]LYL�MHTPUL�PU�[OH[�̂ OVSL�JV\U[Y �̀�HUK�OL�ILNHU�[V�
IL�PU�ULLK�����:V�OL�^LU[�HUK�OPYLK�OPTZLSM�V\[�[V�H�
JP[PaLU�VM�[OH[�JV\U[Y �̀�̂ OV�ZLU[�OPT�[V�OPZ�ÄLSKZ�[V�MLLK�
WPNZ�����/L�SVUNLK�[V�ÄSS�OPZ�Z[VTHJO�̂ P[O�[OL�WVKZ�[OH[�
[OL�WPNZ�^LYL�LH[PUN��I\[�UV�VUL�NH]L�OPT�HU`[OPUN��

2. Do be like the returning son.
(1) YB through pain came to his senses.
3\RL���!���¸>OLU�OL�JHTL�[V�OPZ�ZLUZLZ��OL�ZHPK��
º/V^�THU`�VM�T`�MH[OLY»Z�OPYLK�ZLY]HU[Z�OH]L�MVVK�
[V�ZWHYL��HUK�OLYL�0�HT�Z[HY]PUN�[V�KLH[O�
(2) YB changes his attitude�
�actions.
3\RL���!���0�̂ PSS�ZL[�V\[�HUK�NV�IHJR�[V�T`�MH[OLY�HUK�
ZH`�[V�OPT!�-H[OLY��0�OH]L�ZPUULK�HNHPUZ[�OLH]LU�HUK�
HNHPUZ[�`V\��� �0�HT�UV� SVUNLY�^VY[O`�[V�IL�JHSSLK�
`V\Y�ZVU"�THRL�TL�SPRL�VUL�VM�`V\Y�OPYLK�ZLY]HU[Z�»�
20 So he got up and went to his father. . . 


